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Bridgewater Hosts Virtual Town Halls in May 
 We are pleased to announce two more virtual town halls in May:  Ralph Sampson and Mark Byington. 

 Ralph Sampson will appear on Tuesday, May 5 at 7 p.m. Ralph is a local basketball legend and three time 
Naismith Trophy Winner.  Sampson’s 
career spans from leading Harrisonburg 
High School men’s basketball team to two 
state championships, a Final Four 
appearance at the University of Virginia, to 
playing professionally as a four-time all-star 
with the NBA’s Houston Rockets.  

 Ralph will share with us his current 
work doing basketball camps and clinics.  
There will also be time for audience 
members to ask him questions.  You can join the Virtual Town Hall with Ralph Sampson through Zoom on     
May 5:  http://zoom.us/j/98684854813 

 

 Mark Byington will appear on Wednesday, May 13 at 7 p.m.  The 2020-20201 season will be Byington’s first 
at JMU.  A native of Salem, Virginia, 
Byington returns to the Commonwealth 
after seven years at the helm of the Georgia 
Southern men's basketball program, where 
he led the Eagles to a 131-97 record. He 
was also the first GSU coach to win 20 or 
more games in three consecutive seasons - 
his final three in Statesboro - in more than 
30 years.  Byington will open the 2020-2021 
season in a new 8,500 seat arena, the 
Atlantic Union Bank Center on, JMU’s campus.   

 Join us for a chance to hear from Byington as he talks about his new role at JMU and to ask him questions! 
You can join the Virtual Town Hall with Mark Byington through Zoom on May 13:                                    
https://zoom.us/j/97296572792 

Temporary Suspension of Large Item Collection 
Our maintenance department continues to work hard to provide essential services to our residents.  For the 

safety of our employees, we have made temporary changes to some of our services.  Large item collection is 
suspended for the month of May.  We will resume large item collection on the first Monday in June.   

Also, as we noted in April, we will only have curbside collection of paper for recycling on Thursdays.  We will, 
however, collect cardboard, paper, aluminum and steel cans, and #2 plastics (HDPE or PEHD) at a collection site 
located near the Town shop at 20 Volunteer Drive.  Thank you for your cooperation.  

Mark Byington 
JMU Men’s Basketball Coach 



Bill Payment Options  
While our office is currently closed to the public, there are several options to pay your bills: 

  At our drop box (pictured, right) located behind the Bridgewater Community Center.  
You can deposit checks or cash, but please put them in envelopes with your name and 
home address written on the envelope (the drop box is emptied several times daily);   

 Through the mail (Post Office Box 72); or 

 Using our online bill-pay function at bridgewater.town. 

Questions?  Call B-Connected at (540) 908-4212. 
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Our drop box,  

located behind the  

Community Center. 

Free with B-Rec Card! 

Police Update 
 Bridgewater takes pride in consistently being rated 
as one of the safest communities in Virginia.  It takes a 
dedicated effort of the town administration, 
employees, residents, and local law enforcement to 
make this happen.  However, there are downsides to 
this label.  Among them is the fact that community 
members can develop a false sense of security. 

 This false sense of security can make citizens 
vulnerable to crime.  Recently, the Bridgewater Police 
Department responded to numerous complaints of 
larcenies from vehicles in one area of town.  This spree 
was made easier by all of the victims leaving their 
vehicles unlocked.  While speaking with these victims, 
police officers were met with a prevalent belief that 
crime does not happen in Bridgewater.  Unfortunately 
crimes happen everywhere, especially when a false 
sense of security causes people to become careless. 

 Our officers patrol the streets 24/7 looking for 
suspicious behavior and criminal activity in order to 
keep you and your belongings safe.  However, we need 
your assistance by being diligent in locking your car 
and house doors.  This will keep you from becoming 
an easy target and will also help us keep our crime rate 
low.  Thieves are typically looking for ways to 
accomplish their goals quickly and get away 
undetected.  By locking your doors, our hope is that 
these criminals will move elsewhere in search of easier 
targets. 

Parks Update 

 In an effort to comply with CDC recommendations 
and Executive Orders issued by the Governor, the 
Town of Bridgewater has temporarily closed most of 
our recreation facilities.  The list below outlines specific 
closures.    

 To prevent the risk of spreading germs, all 
playground equipment and park bathrooms 
remain closed 
to the public.   

 We have also 
suspended 
park shelter 
reservations 
until further 
notice, 
although you 
may schedule reservations for after June 10.  

 Sandy Bottom Par-3 and Mini-Golf, Oakdale 
Park, and the Doug Will Tennis Center remain 
closed.  Please see bridgewater.town and our 
Facebook page for updates.      

 The Community Yard Sale scheduled for June 
13 has been cancelled.   

 Sipe Center is also closed until further notice. 
We will refund ticketholders’ purchase price for 
any live shows through July 1, if the ticketholder 
is uncomfortable attending.  Currently, all 
performances through June 10 have been 
cancelled.  At this time all other shows remain 
scheduled, subject to the refund option 
described above.  Please visit sipecenter.com and 
our Facebook page for updates on future shows.   

 All other public parks are open, according to 
their normal schedules.  Thank you for your 
understanding and cooperation.   

Electronic Meetings 
Town Council will continue to hold meetings 

electronically in accordance with the Governor’s 
prohibition on public gatherings.  Please visit 
bridgewater.town for more information.  Citizens who 
wish to comment can send an e-mail to 
meetingcomment@bridgewater.town.  
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Heroes are Essential 

 Like everyone else, I get chills when I see New 
Yorkers cheering their doctors and nurses when 
shifts change.  These health care workers are 
heroes in every sense of the word and deserve 
recognition.  But as we recognize the heroes in our 
own lives, let us not forget the people around us.  
Many of them work for the Town of Bridgewater.  
And many of them never considered themselves 
“essential” until now. 

 Trash collection, for example, doesn’t seem 
particularly essential or heroic but I believe it to be 
both.  Modern civilizations—even little ones in the 
Shenandoah Valley—depend on waste removal.  
Were it not for the people who remove our trash, 
we would literally succumb to stench and filth.  
And a hero is really just a person who does what 
needs to be done under adverse circumstances.  As 
I see it, laboring with other people’s waste in the 
midst of a pandemic is unquestionably adverse. 

 Likewise, think of our maintenance workers 
who perform such essential tasks as cleaning out 
backed-up sewer lines.  We know the coronavirus 
can live in household sewage, so this job is now 
doubly dangerous (and very frustrating, because 
most backups are caused when you guys flush 
those $%^& wipes). 

 When you turn on your kitchen faucet or step 
in the shower, keep in mind that someone at the 
water treatment plant has already ensured that your 
water is clean and safe.  The plant operates seven 
days per week, and the people who staff it are very 
much essential. 

 In no way am I minimizing the contributions 
of doctors, nurses, or first responders.  All are 
genuine heroes, of course, but my point is that 
there are other heroes who are not generally 
regarded as such.  Please take a moment to think 
of them. 

Y:Jay’s Column About Policy 

“As we recognize the heroes in our own lives,    
let us not forget the people around us…        

many of them never considered themselves 
“essential” until now.”  

Don’t Flush Wet Wipes 
    An important reminder to only flush toilet paper!  We 
all have noticed an increased demand and shortage of 
toilet paper as a result of COVID-19.  This may result in 
an increased use of non-flushable materials such as baby 
wipes, napkins, “flushable” wipes, and paper towels.               

 We want to remind all our residents to ONLY flush 
toilet paper.  Flushing wipes—even those labeled 
"flushable"—can cause clogs and raw sewage backups at 
your house or elsewhere in the system.  Once at the 
Regional Sewer Authority, technicians had to clear a 
blockage caused by a giant ball of wipes four feet in 
diameter!  Most importantly, when these clogs develop, 
they put our employees at risk for  infection. 

 So, please do not flush wipes! 

Census 2020 Update 
 As we noted in April, an accurate head count of 
residents every ten years is very important.  Congressional 
seats are apportioned, and district lines 
drawn, based on population figures.  
Further, federal and state funding is 
allocated based on population.  For 
example, if the Shenandoah Valley 
underreports our actual population, we 
could see less funding for transportation projects.   

 The private sector also uses population data to 
determine where to locate new businesses.  
Underreporting our actual population could mean a 
national retailer, restaurant, or hotel might pick another 
community instead of ours.  So you can see, an inaccurate 
report of our community’s size could have detrimental 
impacts for years to come.    

 College students?  In spite of the recent closure of 
colleges due to COVID-19, students should fill out the 
census based on where they expected to be living on April 
1, 2020.       

 Residents should have received a mailing from the 
Census Bureau in March.  You may complete your 
response online, by phone, or by mail.  If you did not 
receive information about the Census in the mail, please 
visit 2020census.gov. 

Questions?  Call B-Connected 24-7 at 908-4212 

Want E-Alerts?  Send your e-mail address to 

alerts@bridgewater.town 



Town of Bridgewater 
Post Office Box 72 
Bridgewater, Virginia  22812 

PRESORTED 

Standard 

U.S. Postage PAID 

Harrisonburg, VA 

Permit No. 65 

Municipal Calendar 

May 12 ..................... Town Council Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 
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Follow Up:  Riverwalk, Phase I 

 It’s been a while since we’ve talked about our 
progress on Riverwalk, but we do have good news to 
report.  We received the go
-ahead earlier this month to 
bid Phase I of Riverwalk, 
and we are accepting bids 
through June 1.   

 Once VDOT has 
approved the winning firm, 
we will be able to begin 
construction.  So, at this 
point we are cautiously 
optimistic that we can 
begin construction this summer.   

 It has taken a long time to get to this point—and 
we’re not done yet—but we are excited to get closer to 
making Riverwalk a reality.  As always, we will keep 
you posted on our progress.   

Articles in this publication are compiled and edited by Town staff.  For information, please call B-Connected at 908-4212. 

Local 
Postal Customer 

Upcoming Events 

July 3 ............................................. Eve of Independence 

B-Connected:  908-4212 
Calls to B-Connected are answered 24-7, 365 days a year.  (Actually, 366 this year.) 

In case of an emergency, please dial 911. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 

Sipe Center is closed.   

Please follow us on Facebook & 

sipecenter.com for updates,         

or call B-Connected at 908-4212 

Phase I of Riverwalk will 
connect Edgebriar Park to 

Bridgeview Park 


